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This is a joint communication update from the Santa Paula Unified School District 

administration and the Santa Paula Federation of Teachers. 

 

The reopening of SPUSD schools, after one of the worst fire disasters in California history, 

will bring challenges at each educational level as we bring closure to the current grading 

term. With the realization that this is an extraordinary situation, our number one goal is 

to academically and emotionally support all students using a common-sense approach 

during the instructional time we have remaining.  

The District has determined that it is in the best interest of grades 6-12 students, to end first 

semester as planned in December, providing closure and finality to the current term, and 

the opportunity for new beginnings in January 2018.  

The District has conferred with SPFT leadership to discuss how to best meet the needs of 

students, and to support the professional work of our teachers and staff during this local 

emergency.  We are united in our desire to support teachers with the flexibility to use their 

professional judgment to make decisions that are sensitive to the situation, fair to both 

students and teachers, while honoring rigor and academic integrity.  

Given the unique needs at the elementary and secondary levels, we understand that 

flexibility may look different. At all levels, we support our teacher’s professional discretion 

to best meet students’ needs as they prepare for the last week of instruction and closing of 

the current grading term. This flexibility includes latitude to make modifications to pacing 

calendars, curriculum guides and assessments, including end of term projects and 

presentations, activities, and final exams.  

With the above principles in mind, the District is recommending to the SPUSD School Board 

at tonight’s meeting, that the high school calendar be altered to remove the finals schedule 

for next week, and shift to regular school days, M-W, 12/18-12/20 and maintain a minimum 

day schedule on Th. 12/21. This will allow students and teachers to re-connect and re-

establish relationships while providing needed time for students to reasonably complete 

academic requirements.   
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This will also ease students into a modified closure of the calendar year and first semester 

that considers the importance and finality of first semester grades, the trauma experienced, 

and allows us to respect the humanity of all involved as teachers are given the flexibility 

to use their professional judgement to address these needs and weigh these considerations 

as they provide opportunities to maintain and improve student grades, and plan how to 

best end the first semester through modifications in curriculum, instruction and assessments.  

Thank you to everyone in the school community for your professionalism and for working 

through this emergency situation to create student-centered solutions that will continue to 

move us through this challenging time.  
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